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Evolution of Counterterrorism
With continual transmission of time, terrorism has taken various modalities regarding its aims as well as methodologies. Such configurations have manifested in the form of Iranian-backed Hezbollah, Libyan-backed 1980s campaigns, Palestinian liberation movements, insurgent guerrilla forces represented by the Taliban, the evolution of non-state Islamic terrorism, and the much more recent development of the “lone wolf” terror phenomenon (Byman, 2007). With such augmentations in terrorism capacities, governments the world over are incessantly mounting strategies to counter their effects. Progressively, debates continue to ensue regarding the motives of terrorist groups as well as subsequent strategies development. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Leading this development is the US. From George W. Bush sixteen years ago, to Barack Obama, and the current commander-in-chief Donald J. Trump, the evolution of counterterrorism has taken on colossal divergences in terms of style and rhetoric, as well as policy alterations. While there has not been a general focus on sharp reversals in terms of policies, these administrations have evolved their outlooks on counterterrorism in regards to both circumstances and previous experiences (National Security Council, 2006). As such, the counterterrorism evolution has, and continually hinges on political calculus rather than predetermined desiderata. Earlier counterterrorism iterations hinged on the theoretical identification of broad goals without being specific operationally. Presently, the addition of novel approaches continues without necessarily cancelling previous actions and commitments. As it stands, behavior proscription encompasses the bulk of present policies. Such commandments as, do not loose Afghanistan, victory non-declaration, and the dismissal of premature withdrawal, form the basis present counterterrorism strategies. 
Gradual upgrades of counterterrorism strategies have transpired from antecedent initiatives. Bush’s global war on terror set about a momentum that christened threats from terrorism as existential owing to statistical extrapolations. With a goal to destroy the al Qaeda through disruption and disablement, strategies such as fiscal abatement as well as aggression as witnessed in Iraq. While such strategies were not effective, resulting in the deaths of more American personnel, Obama introduced the policy of killing terrorists while avoiding the war. This policy of targeted killing as presented by Anderson (2009), shows immense efficacy, thereby, standing as a mode of foreseeable success in counterterrorism.
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